Appl. No. 09/731,3361 

Amendment dated December 29, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of October 1, 2004 



Amendments to the Abstract of the Disclosure: 

Applicant has amended and shortened the abstract of the disclosure as filed and believes 
the language is now clear and concise. Following is the amended version of the Abstract of the 
Disclosure: 



ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 



A computer controll e d An automated management system (30) for monitoring and controlling 
distribution and storage of money tills, and linking tracking of employee productivity to time in 
receipt of a till. The system (30) comprises a cabinet (33), a control panel (38), and a personal 
computer (30). The cabinet (33) is mounted through a wall to provide an interface having a front 
side accessible from a first area and a rear side accessible from a second area, such as-rfef 
e xampl e , a cash room. Th e control panel (28) is mounted n e xt to th e cabin e t on th e front sid e of 
the wall The interior cabinet space is divided into a plurality of till compartments (2 4 ), with 
each compartment (21) being selectiv e ly that are accessible from both the front and rear of the 
cabinet (33). Tills are loaded and removed from the rear by cash room personnel and from the 
front by cashiers, and other employ e es. In order to remov e a till from th e front of th e cabinet 
(22), th e employ ee must identify him or hers e lf using a k e ypad (62) or other d e vice provided at 
th e control pan e l (28), which, in turn, communicates the information to the comput e r (30). The 
comput e r (30) receives th e identification information and match e s it to employ e e and 
authorization information stor e d in a database. Th e computer (30) is th e n abl e to match the 
particular employ ee with a particular till in a particular compartm e nt (2 4 ). Th e computer (30) 
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r e cords th e tim e and oth e r rel e vant data and op e ns th e appropriat e cabin e t door (40) to allow th e 
e mploye e to tak e th e till. Wh e n the e mploy ee r e turns th e till, a similar proc e ss occurs. The 
system (30) is furth e r operable to anticipate, based upon work schedules, needed till types or 
amounts; compile and maintain useful associated records, including employee productivity (ire^ 
time in possession of a till); and link to and int e grat e with oth e rs other systems to further 
improve efficiency. 
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